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June 2002 Editor: Suzanne Mulligan 

 
17 Pallinup Street 
RIVERHILLS  QLD  4074 
Email:  mulligan@gil.com.au 
 
 
Hello fellow oral historians and welcome 
particularly to our new members! 
 
Good news for our Queensland Branch.  
We have secured a grant from the Gaming 
Machine fund to run a conference in 
November.  A flyer is included in the 
newsletter.  Please copy and distribute it to 
other interested parties.  The more the 
better! 
 
Also attached is a flyer regarding the 
National Conference in Perth in September 
2003.  Call for papers closes on 30 August 
2002. 

 
I’ve also included a flyer for the Small 
Museums Conference at Redcliffe on 31 
August 2002.  It has a couple of items of 
particular interest to oral historians and 
your may find the rest of interest as well. 
 

I’ve done a few oral history interviews in 
the last few months using my Sony Mini 
Disc recorder with an accompanying Sony 
tie-clip microphone.  The sound quality is 
excellent.  I also record on a Sony TCM-2 
Cassette Recorder for ease of transcribing 
on my Dictaphone. 
 
I’ve interviewed veterans from both World 
Wars, a retired policewoman and a former 
hairdresser who did her apprenticeship in 
the 1950s.  They’ve all had very 
interesting lives and I was overwhelmed 
by their generosity in sharing their 
memories with me. 
 
It’s membership renewal time again so for 
all members (apart from those recently 
joined) please forward your membership 
fees as soon as possible.  As a small not-
for-profit organisation we rely on your 
continued support through your 
membership.  Fees have increased slightly 
this year but are still very reasonable.  So 
please complete the form on p.10 and 
return it to The Treasurer ASAP.  Those 
members who are unfinancial will see a 
small red spot beside their address 
 
 
 
Suzanne Mulligan 
Editor
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ORAL HISTORY WEB SITES 
 
Here are some more oral history sites to add to your Favourites.  Please let me know about 
any others that you have found.  It’s always interesting to see how other oral historians 
present their work and it’s very satisfying to see oral history presented in a readily accessible 
format. 
 

http://www.beyond9-11.org/  - artists, musicians and writers respond to the events of 
September 11 
 

http://www.le.ac.uk/emoha/ - the East Midlands Oral History Archive 
 

http://www.heard.org/exhibits/bs.html – the boarding school experience for American 
indians 
 

http://www.kosovomemory.iom.int/ – the memories of people from Kosovo 
 

http://www.lucidplanet.com/IWA/ - Iowa Women Artists oral history project 
 

http://lcweb.loc.gov/preserv/care/record.html – Library of Congress – cylinder, disc and tape 
care – has much useful information 
 

http://www.preserveyourhistory.com/ - Preserve Your Family History 
 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/oral/ - Making Sense of Oral History – a guide by Linda 
Shopes presenting an overview and specific information about undertaking an oral 
history project. 
 

http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/hearhervoice/ - “Hear Her Voice” presents stories of women 
who have undergone the migration process. 
 

http://personalhistoryhelp.com/ - a guide to compiling a personal history. 
 

http://fas-history.rutgers.edu/oralhistory/orlhom.htm – an oral history of World War II from 
the American perspective. 
 

http://www.localheroes.8m.com – an oral history of World War II from an Australian 
perspective. 
 

http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/1968/ - The Whole World Was Watching – an oral 
history project on the people who witnessed the events of 1968 in the United States. 

 
The Oral History Association of Australia’s web site is at: 
 
 http://cwpp.slq.qld.gov.au/ohaa/ 
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Book Review 
 

Davies, Hunter. 1998. Born 1900 – A Human History of the Twentieth Century – for Everyone 

Who Was There. London: Little, Brown and Company. 

 
This book is a collection of people, objects and institutions that were born in 1900 in Britain.  Hunter 
Davies says in his introduction that his father-in-law set him off has he had “always envied him the 
neatness of knowing he was the same age as the century.”  Davies felt that the best way of looking 
back at the century would be “with the people who were there, through human eyes and ears, 
memories and emotions.”  He tested out on his father-in-law one of the questions he would ask his 
other interviewees concerning the secret of his long life.  Davies said “I expected a grunt, or silence, 
or that he’d turn on his TV to watch the racing.  ‘Keep your bowels open and trust in the Lord,’ he 
said with a smirk.” 
 
Davies found his subjects by writing to the editors of some leading provincial newspapers and 
received a flood of responses.  The number of the very old are increasing.  In 1951 there were only 
271 people over 100 in Britain and in 1991 it was over 4400.  Davies’ book has 20 interviewees with 
diverse backgrounds and lives.  He tried to have another family member present “to help out or 
reassure” and “asked them to dig out in advance any photographic albums or other memorabilia.”  He 
also tried to check memories with families or known facts, not always successfully.  As other oral 
historians have found – “People’s memories are true to them, whatever they have chosen to 
remember, and have to be accepted as such.”   
 
Davies has also included some things that began in 1900 that would be of interest to people outside 
Britain.  These have been well researched and make very interesting historical reading including 
Mercedes, West Ham United (which gives a history of soccer), Freud’s The Interpretation of Dreams 
and Hamburgers.  The best known person born in 1900 is the Queen Mother.  Davies’ request for an 
interview was politely refused.  Nevertheless, Davies wrote an informative chapter about the Queen 
Mother. 
 
The interviews were done when the subjects were aged 96 and 97 and the book published in 1998.  
Some had already died by the time the book was published.  I so enjoyed meeting this people through 
the book that I wondered how many had made it to 2000.  I was surprised and encouraged to find 
some of them lived on their own, enjoyed their independence and were still very active.  My favourite 
was Anne Westman who “lives alone in an expensive apartment block in St John’s wood, London.”  
Every day at lunchtime she goes out in the street to flag down a cab to take her to lunch at either the 
Savoy, Claridge’s or the Churchill in Portman Square.  She is very particular about her appearance 
and doesn’t look or feel her age.  She booked the Savoy for her interview with Davies who said that as 
they walked into the restaurant “I could sense people looking at her, not just because she was about 
the only woman in the entire dining room but because she looked like she must be Somebody.” 
 
During an interview with Albert Charlton who spoke of his early working life when he was forced to 
go “down the pit”, Davies asked who had forced him to go.  Davies said this “stopped his flow” and 
he wished he hadn’t asked.  “One of the things about talking to 96-year-olds is not to cross-examine 
too much.  It doesn’t just slow them down, it stops them in their tracks, derails them from their 
memories.”  This is probably something we’ve all experienced in our interviews and need to be 
careful about. 
 
There is such a wonderful variety of people in this 378 page book.  I picked it up for $19.60 from 
Clouston & Hall Booksellers when they had their annual book sale in Brisbane recently.  You can also 
get it from them by mail order through their warehouse in Canberra by phoning 1800 026 168 or 
check their web site at http://www.pcug.org.au/~clouhall/ 
 

Review by Suzanne Mulligan 
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What’s Happening in Logan City 
 

 

Transitions exhibition: 

 
On Wednesday 12 June the official opening of Transitions photography exhibition was held 
at the Logan Art Gallery.  
 
This multifaceted collaborative project was funded by Logan City Council and conducted by 
final year photography students of the Logan Campus of Griffith University. 
 
Historic photographs collected during the course of the Libraries and Cultural Services oral 
history project were framed together with current photos of the same location to demonstrate 
the enormous changes in this vibrant city. 
 
Students were also asked to document life in Logan in 2001, and themes such as recreation, 
education, spiritualism, commerce, transport and communication were explored. A series of 
vistas of the city were taken from Daisy Hill and Shailer Park, and a series along picturesque 
Slacks Creek. 
 
A further component of the project involved a boat trip along the scenic and under utilised 
Logan River. The images produced from this excursion were allocated reference numbers, 
and randomly placed on the wall above linear aerial photography along the floor. Patrons 
were asked to place a sticker on the aerials indicating the location of the numbered 
photographs. This produced a great response from local residents. 

 

Logan River Tinnie Trail: 

 
The Logan River will soon be given further publicity with the Queensland Heritage Trails 
Network project, which is planned for completion later in the year. The Logan River Tinnie 
Trail is a heritage trail along the river, designed to be a self-navigating river trip. For those 
without access to a dinghy, it can also be negotiated from your armchair, simply by reading 
the book outlining the history of the river and strategic locations along it.  
 
The 45,000 word publication will include extensive primary source research complemented 
with oral history interviews from local residents, as well as a range of historic photographs. 
 
Interpretive signage will be erected in parks along the river to indicate sites of cultural 
heritage significance. This project aims to inform local people of the role of the river as a 
transport route in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and its value for recreation to 
current generations. 
 

Mary Howells 

Cultural Services Project Co-ordinator 

Logan City Council 
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Oral History Association 
of Australia (OHAA) 

 
Membership of the OHAA includes a subscription to the Journal of the Association, published 
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those interested in oral history from any perspective. 
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